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Military News and More...

Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and the 26th Black  

History 2021 Special 
Edition 

Welcome, Travelers! 

See The Mid-South  
Tribune’s 2021 Juneteenth 

Edition on Black  
Information Highway.com

 
Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual  

Black History Month  
Special Edition 

 
Coming February 2022 

 
To advertise, email to 

MSTbusiness@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     -The Mid-South Tribune-

WWII 100-year-old vet receives special recognition 
letter from White House on his service and birthday

Merry Christmas  
and a  

Happy New Year!

 
Watch for  

 The Mid-South Tribune’s 
27th Annual Black  

History Month Special 
Edition in  

February 2022. 
 

 Email your Black 
History Month events,  
photos and news to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

or  
MSTentertainment@ 

prodigy.net 
or 

BlackInfoHwy@prodigy.netDo not hurry!  
Have a safe holiday!

 World War II Veteran and Chi-
cago Resident, Eddie Durham, 
Celebrated his 100th Birthday 
Stellar service to our country de-
serves worthy honor to one of the 
last of our living heroes; Dur-
ham Received Special Rec-
ognition from President Joe 
Biden 
 

 By Kayla Tucker Adams 
 
 CHICAGO, IL- December 17, 
2021 – Eddie Durham, an Afri-
can American World War II vet-
eran, turned 100 years old this 
past week. 
  He was celebrated in a centen-
nial celebration befitting a hero. 
Hundreds of people gathered to 
salute Mr. Durham, including 
local dignitaries and other vet-
erans. Dr. W. Douglas Ras-
mussen III, Veterans 
Commission Chairman of Tinley 

Duren and Williams earn AAC weekly honors 

Park gave remarks and there was 
a Presentation of Colors by VFW 
Post 2791. Eddie Durham also 
received a special recognition 
letter from President Joe Biden 
honoring him for his service dur-
ing World War II and acknowl-
edging his 100th birthday.  
  “Thank you for your inspiring 
service in the United States 
Army,” said President Biden in 
the letter. “The selflessness of 
veterans like you who answered 
our nation’s call to serve during 
World War II defines the true 
character of our great country.” 
  Eddie Durham was born on De-
cember 8, 1921. He served in the 
United States Army Transporta-
tion Corps, Spearhead of Logis-
tics, during World War II, from 
1943 to 1945. During the mid-
twentieth century, a young share-
cropper from the deep south of 
Greenville, Mississippi, Eddie 
Durham, who was accustomed to 

 MEMPHIS, Tenn. December 
20, 2021– Memphis Tigers 
center Jalen Duren has been 
named the American Athletic 
Conference Freshman of the 
Week and senior forward DeAn-
dre Williams earned a spot on the 
league’s weekly Honor Roll for 
their efforts in Memphis’ win 
over No. 6/8 Alabama Tuesday. 
 This is Duren’s second AAC 
Freshman of the Week award, 
after he also earned the nod after 
the second week of the season. 
  
Duren played 27 stellar minutes 
in the Tigers’ 92-78 win over the 
Crimson Tide, scoring 14 points 
and grabbing a team-high six re-

Eddie Durham recently celebrated his 100th birthday and received a letter from the White 
House, congratulating him on his birthday and for his service during WWII as a member 
of the Greatest Generation. (Photo/Courtesy: Kayla Tucker Adams) 

“I had the pleasure of meeting 
Eddie Durham on Veterans 
Day and I shook his hand. I 
felt like I was shaking hands 
with history,” said Walter 
Smith, Veterans Ministry 
Leader at Living Word Chris-
tian Center in Chicago.

a mule and plow, learned how to 
drive a truck as he matriculated 
in the United States Armed 
Forces, becoming a “tech corpo-
ral” and machine gunner while 
serving in World War II. During 
his tenure in the United States 
Armed Forces, Eddie fought in 

Thank you for your inspiring 
service in the United States 
Army,” said President Biden 
in the letter. “The selflessness 
of veterans like you who an-
swered our nation’s call to 
serve during World War II 
defines the true character of 
our great country.”  

the Rome-Arno, North Apen-
nines, and Po Valley campaigns. 
  Like most war veterans, Dur-
ham endured some scary situ-
ations while serving his country 
in the states and overseas. Even 
though he had never driven be-
fore going into the Army, he 

drove a two and one half-ton 
truck to transport personnel and 
equipment. He went in convoy 
and blackout through the moun-
tains while stationed in Italy. “We 
drove in the mountains in the 
dark, and I saw some of my 
friends drive off the cliff,” said 
Durham. “It seemed like their 

trucks just disappeared on the 
road.” 
  
Eddie Durham also chronicled 
his time in World War II in his 
own written words. 
“I had the pleasure of meeting 
Eddie Durham on Veterans Day 
and I shook his hand. I felt like I 
was shaking hands with history,” 
said Walter Smith, Veterans 
Ministry Leader at Living Word 
Christian Center in Chicago. 
  
Eddie says his secret to longevity 
is trusting in God. He has over-
come many health obstacles. He 
survived a stroke. He survived 
pneumonia and many other chal-
lenges to reach this very rare cen-

tennial milestone. According to 
genealogyintime.com, just 
0.0173% of Americans reach that 
age. The chances are even 
slimmer for African Americans. 
“He’s had a lot of things happen, 
but he just keeps going,” said his 
daughter, Gytone Glover. “He in-
spires me.” 
 
  A man of many milestones, he 
was married to Vernice Marie 
Whigham Durham for 50 years 
prior to her death. They had five 
children, two of which are de-
ceased, and a legacy of grand-
children and great-grandchildren. 
   “My father has created a great 
legacy, even beyond his service 
in the war,” said Eddie’s son, 
Skip Durham. “My dad is my 
role model. He has always lived 
by example. That example taught 
me how to be a husband and 
father and I am passing those 
values on to my children who are 
passing it on to their children and 
so forth.”  

bounds. He was 7-of-9 from the 
floor, and he also blocked a shot 
and had two assists. The Sharon 
Hill, Pa., native has blocked at 
least one shot in each of Mem-
phis’ 10 games this season, and 
he leads the AAC this year in 
blocked shots per game (2.8) and 
is second in rebounds per game 
(7.6). 
  
Duren’s 2.8 blocked shots per 
game rank 22nd nationally, and 
his 28 total blocks are 25th-most 
in the country. 
  
Williams was Tuesday’s leading 
scorer with a season-high 20 
points on 7-of-10 shooting in 33 

minutes, and he rounded out his 
stat line with six assists, three 
steals, three rebounds and a 
block. Known for filling up a box 
score in his time as a Tiger, Mem-
phis is 3-0 when Williams has at 
least 15 points, four assists and 
three steals in a game. 
  The Houston native is Memphis’ 
leading scorer so far this season 
at 11.2 points per game, and he is 
second on the team in rebound-
ing, behind Duren, with 4.9 
boards per outing. 
  Memphis (6-4) snapped a four-
game losing streak in emphatic 
fashion Tuesday night, leading 
the Crimson Tide by as many as 
19 points en route to its first win 

over a top-10 team since 2014 
and first over a ranked squad in 
two seasons. 
  
The Tigers’ next scheduled game 
is the AAC opener on Wednes-
day, Dec. 29 at Tulane. 
  
 For complete information on 
Memphis Tiger Men’s Basket-
ball, visit www.GoTigersGo.com 
and follow the team's social 
media channels on Twitter, Insta-
gram and Facebook. 


